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About The Film
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Yamada works in the public relations office of a small city in rural Japan.

Tasked with making a local promotional video, he sets out to shoot it like a suspense film.
The plan is quickly rejected — no blood, no murder, and no cliff to fall from.

Undeterred, Yamada begins inventing the kind of “lies” that only cinema allows.

A quietly humorous and bittersweet record of a film shoot,

Shared by a father obsessed with suspense and his increasingly unimpressed daughter.
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This film began with a personal impulse: “| want to face cinema one more time.”

We make excuses for various reasons, procrastinating on what we truly want to do, or burying our
feelings and living as if we've forgotten them.

Still, there are actions we continue to take for reasons we can't quite explain.

It seemed to me that an undeniable earnestness remains in such acts.

This film is an attempt to simply gaze at the moments when those suppressed emotions seep out.
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Born in 1981 in Yokohama, Kanagawa Prefecture.

He began his career as a child actor at the age of eleven and has since worked extensively across stage, film, television
dramas, and streaming productions. His recent appearances include the NHK Taiga drama Berabou: Tsutaju Eiganoyume
Monogatari (2025), Alice in Borderland (Netflix), and Brush Up Life (Nippon TV).

In this film, he plays Yamada, the protagonist, a former television assistant director who now works as a contract employee
at a city office—an unconventional background that mirrors the quiet contradictions of the character.
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Born in 2006 in Tokyo.

She has appeared in a number of notable works, including the NHK morning drama Bakebake,

the film Watching the Stars This Summer, and the vertical serial cinema Koisuru Chikydjin.

With a clear, understated presence and a strong sense of restraint, she has drawn attention as a rising actor.

In this film, she plays Sakura, the daughter of the protagonist Yamada—a film lover like her father, who speaks frankly yet
quietly supports him from a measured distance.
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Born in Fukushima, Japan.

He began making independent films as a student and joined a major Japanese television production
company in 2008, where he gained professional experience in directing.

He became independent in 2013 and founded the production company pump Inc. in 2018,

where he currently serves as its representative.

Working across a wide range of formats—from documentary to commercial projects—

he is drawn to portraying emotions that exist between reality and fiction.
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The staff credits included in this release reflect the current stage of production and may differ from the final credits.
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Who Needs a Cliff?
20min

2026

Digital
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Japanese

English

Black Comedy

pump Inc.

MAIL : info@pump.tokyo
URL : https://www.pump.tokyo/



